MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, COLWINSTON, ON TUESDAY 1st SEPTEMBER, 2009 AT 7.00 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


P Graham-Woollard
 – Chairman






G W Bates – Deputy Chairman






Mrs S J Carter

Apologies:


M R Shave

Clerk:



Mr B J Graham-Woollard


County Councillor:

R Thomas

2
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Carter that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 14th July, 2009, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.  Carried unanimously.
3
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
Audit
The Chairman, as previous Acting Treasurer, said that it was important to finalise the Audits for 2006 – 07, 2007 – 08, and 2008 – 09, so that they could be signed off and sent to the external auditors, Mazars.  Accordingly, he tabled the relevant accounts for adoption.
· Audit for the Year 2006 – 07

The Chairman presented the Audit report for the Financial Year 2006/07 and issued copies to all Councillors present.  In this financial year, the Internal Auditor had confirmed that all had been checked and all invoices had been examined, together with and the level of Council balances in regard to the long term strategy plans.  The Internal Auditor, however, made the comments that the balances were growing significantly to a level likely to be considered as more than was reasonable.
The Chairman had commented at the time that this was due to the build up of the reserves in regard to the then likely mining development.  The Chairman pointed out that these reserves had been examined by the Community Council, and a long-term plan adopted to use the money for projects.  This was accepted by the Auditor at the time.  The Chairman also observed that the balances had increased because the level of precept was above ongoing revenue requirements. This was discussed at the precept meeting in January 2007, as previous minutes show.  Consequently, it had been agreed at the January 2007 meeting, and confirmed at following meetings in 2008 and 2009, that the precept for the next year would reflect both revenue estimates and project plan costs as accurately as possible.

In this content, the Chairman recalled that the precept was lowered in January 2009 for the Financial Year 2009 – 10 as a conscious decision, in regard to the view that the reduced precept could cover any outgoings and other projects could be covered by current reserves.  In terms of assets, there were no changes, although it was noted that the village green may have to be included in the next audit as an asset, and would therefore need to be valued.  The Chairman said that he would contact Colwyn Jones at Watts & Morgan to value the area.
· Audit for the Year 2007 – 08

The Chairman presented the Audit report for the Financial Year 2007/08 and issued copies to all Councillors present.  In this Financial Year, the Chairman reported that balance had increased by £890, and other payments had doubled, but this reflected normal fluctuations in regard to expenditure priorities.  Various costs had increased, such as the Clerk’s costs, Grass cutting and various other unforeseen items.
· Audit for the Year 2008 – 09

The Chairman presented the Audit report for the Financial Year 2008/09 and issued copies to all Councillors present.  In this Financial year, the Chairman reported that the balances had increased by £1800, which had partly precipitated the decision to reduce the precept for 2009/10.
Furthermore, costs had reduced of late and it had been decided that the precept could be lowered to cover basic estimated revenue charges and Project Schemes in hand.  The Chairman concluded that, as a result of these decisions, the Community Council could expect to see a fall in balances.
The Chairman stated that a notice would be published for the public to inspect the accounts along with any other relevant information in regard to the Financial Years 2006/07, 2007/08, and 2008/09.  This would take effect on the 5th of September and end on the 3rd of October.  The Audit would then be sent to the External Auditor and until the Audit is signed off by the External Auditor, the public would continue to be able to make comments.  The Chairman also noted that the External Auditor has been informed of the delay in finalising the accounts.  The Chairman said that this procedure would close off all financial activities which had occurred whilst he had held the office of Treasurer on a stand-in basis.  Accordingly, he requested that each set of accounts be approved, adopted and signed off.  Councillor Bates agreed that this was reasonable, and suggested that if any queries were raised by the Public, a special financial meeting could be convened.

No further comments were made in regard to the presentation of the Accounts.
It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Carter that the Audit for the Year ending 31st March 2007 be signed off by the Chairman, acting as Treasurer, as a true record.  Carried unanimously.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S Carter and seconded by Councillor G Bates that the Audit for the Year ending 31st March 2008 be signed off by the Chairman, acting as Treasurer, as a true record.  Carried unanimously.

It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Carter that the Audit for the Year ending 31st March 2009 be signed off by the Chairman, acting as Treasurer, as a true record.  Carried unanimously.

3.2
Police Report
The Clerk stated that he knew of an incident on Twmpath where several horses had been seen running on the loose.  The Clerk said that the Police were on the scene and were handling the situation very well, but that he had not received any reports from the Police on this and would report again at the next meeting.
The Clerk reported that he had not received any further information in regard to this or other general matters from the Police.
3.3
Planning Application 2009/00351/FUL - Motocross
The Clerk declared a conflict of interest in relation to his Welsh Assembly Government role and handed over the taking of notes for this part of the meeting to the Chairman.  The Chairman added that the Clerk would not be permitted to take any role in the issue and that all issues concerning this matter would be passed on to the Chairman.

The Chairman informed the meeting that this had been rejected.  Councillor R Thomas was unsure as to whether the enforcement order had been served as yet.  It was noted by the Chairman that there had been an increase in activity after the refusal, but that the owner had not yet submitted an appeal.  The Chairman said that the owner could appeal within 6 months.  The Chairman gave the meeting the reasons for refusal from the Vale Council.
The Chairman also confirmed that he had been contacted by the Police who had confirmed that they had serious concerns about the development.  The Chairman said that he would put a note in the newsletter to the effect that the Application had been refused and the reasoning from the Vale Council.
Once this matter was closed, the Clerk resumed his role.

3.4
Planning Application – 2009/00476/FUL – Church Cottage
The Chairman said that there was a lot of collapsed stone which could be used in the Little Hill.  It was agreed that Councillor G Bates would speak to the owner of an adjacent property about whether he wanted to keep the stone, and that if he did not, if he would donate it to use in the Little Hill Project.
3.5
Community Projects

-
Little Hill

-
Village Green

The Chairman confirmed that he had received 3 quotes for the Little Hill.  He was awaiting a fourth from a contact of Councillor A Austin.  The Chairman noted that both Councillors M Shave and A Austin had declared an interest in regard to this matter at the last meeting.  The Chairman said that the cheapest quote he had received for the Little Hill was £2400 plus VAT, but that this did not include the weed membrane, which had been put into the specification.  The other two quotes came in at £3240 and £4325 which included all specifications.  It was agreed that the Chairman would put together a list of the specifications for the project and then go back to the bidding parties and ask them to put forward a quote which included all specifications.
Furthermore, the Chairman said that about 200 plants would be needed in regard to the Little Hill, and should be in the specification.  The Chairman also said that the Village Green would also need to be tidied up, although the difference with regard to these quotes was not as great.  The Chairman reported that the problem with regard to the posts had been resolved, and a removable bollard had also been agreed along with the electrics for the Christmas Tree.  The Chairman reported that the highest quote he had received was for £1,010 which included all specifications, but that he was awaiting two others.
The Chairman said that he would progress the quotes and specifications for both in the hope that the work could be started on the Village Green by the end of October.  In regard to the question of financial assistance from the Brewery in regard to supporting the Little Hill, the Chairman said that he had not heard from the Brewery in regard to this, but would pursue the matter further.

3.6
General Highway Matters
The Chairman gave a report on highway matters as follows:

· Damaged Roads
The Chairman reported that he had not heard anything.  Councillor G Bates said that the majority of the holes had been patched over.  Councillor Thomas said that Twmpath was in line to be resurfaced and work carried out in 2010 in order to be done properly.
The Chairman said that he had spoken to Emma Harvey at the Vale of Glamorgan Council in regard to the damaged road near the Ford.  The area, according to Councillor Bates, had been coned off and a major job was necessary, which it hoped was in hand.
· Grass cutting
In regard to grass cutting, the Chairman said that he had not seen any grass cutting in the last couple of months, but that the next cut was due in September.
3.7
Binding of Minutes
This was being held up by the Audits.  The Chairman confirmed that it would not be possible to put this project into production until the Audits had been signed off as Minutes had to be sent to the Auditors along with the Audit report.  Carried over.
3.8
Notice Board
The Chairman agreed to make a suitable replacement as and when time permitted.  This was in hand and would also be completed in due course.  On-going.
3.9
Newsletter – Colwinston News & Views
The Chairman said that he had put a piece in the Newsletter in regard to the Moto Cross – an update in the next news along to any other information.
3.10
Legal Matters
The Chairman said that he had not heard anything, but would chase this up with the Land Registry.  The Chairman said that this related to the areas on the map, but that one part of this had been resolved as the Vale Council had admitted, through Phil Beaman, that the Well was in their ownership.  This was proved in that it was clearly being shown as an adopted highway on the definitive map.
3.11
Pruning of tree in front of the flats

The Chairman said that he had not heard any further information.  Councillor Thomas said that he understood that it had been disputed that the tree was on Council land.
3.12
Best Kept Village Competition
The Chairman said that it would need to be remembered that the spearheading of a campaign next year in regard to the Best Kept Village Competition would be discussed at the February meeting in 2010.
3.13
We Are the Champions Competition
The Clerk reported that South Wales Police had written to confirm receipt of the cheque and to thank the Community Council for its donation.
3.14
Planning Application – P/DC/IR/2009/00454/FUL – Highfield Farm – Wind Turbine
The Chairman confirmed that this had been approved with the condition that the turbine would be removed whenever it was no longer required.
3.15
Maintenance of Flats, Twyn yr Eglwys
Councillor Mrs S Carter said that she had spoken to Mr Francis in regard to this matter, but had not heard anything since.
3.16
St.Athan Military Academy – Consultation Documents

The Chairman reported that there was a campaign from Llantwit Major against the Defence Academy.  Councillor Thomas said that this would be discussed at the Council on the 24th September.  Noted.
3.17
Community Playground
Councillor Bates reported that he had spoken to the Hall Association in regard to this matter and had explained the availability of the CASH Grant scheme.

3.18
Old Ford Bridge/ Pathway
The Chairman noted that this had been noted by the Vale Council, but that nothing would be done due to financial constraints.

4
HIGHWAY MATTERS

4.1
Matters for discussion
All matters had been previously discussed at point 3.6 under General Highway Matters.
5
TREASURER’S REPORT
5.1
Report of Accounts

No report from the Treasurer.  The Clerk reported that he had received the precept and would forward this on to the Treasurer at the next available moment.
6
CLERK’S REPORT
6.1 Planning Applications

The Clerk reported that he had received the following planning applications:
Planning Application - P-DC-SDB-2009-00835-FUL – Golygfa Farm – Application to install a solar panel bank.

The Clerk passed around a copy of the plans and the reasoning behind the request.  It was agreed that there were no observations to make.
Planning Applicaton Consultation 2009/00704/FUL - St. Davids Church In Wales School, Colwinston – Proposed conservatory to classroom Year 1 for experiential play area.
The Clerk reported that he had not received any information as to whether this had been approved or rejected as yet.
7
OTHER BUSINESS
7.1
One Voice Wales

The Clerk reported that he had spoken to Ken Burt of One Voice Wales as it appeared that the Community Council had not requested to renew the membership for 2009/10.  The Chairman proposed that the Community Council renewed its membership, and this was seconded by Councillor Mrs S Carter.  Agreed Unanimously.  The Clerk agreed to make the application and request a cheque from the Treasurer for £41.00.

7.2 – Vale on the Road
The Clerk informed the meeting of the road shows which were taking place in Penarth, Barry and Rhoose.  The Chairman said that it was unfortunate that none of the meetings were in the Eastern side of the Vale in either Cowbridge or Llantwit Major and reported that he had written to the Vale in regard to this matter.  Noted.
8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 13th of October, at 7.00 pm in Colwinston Village Hall.

There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.00 pm.
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Chairman, Colwinston Community Council
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